








Table 2 (continued): Ornamental grasses for moderately moist to moist gardens.

Molina caerulea ssp. arundinacea 
  Moor grass
  ‘Heidebraut’ - compact (4 ft.)
  ‘Moorhexe’ - compact with purple flowers
  ‘Skyracer’ - tall
  ‘Windspiel’ - gold flowers

4 - warm 7 Light green, arching foliage turns yellow in fall. Brown, yellow or 
purple flowers fade to tan. Full sun. Grow in moist soil that is not 
extremely alkaline. Mature leaves and flowers break at the base 
minimizing winter interest. See figure 6.

Panicum virgatum 
  Switch grass
  ‘Heavy Metal’ - blue foliage
  ‘Prairie Sky’ - sky-blue foliage

4b - warm 4 - 5 Stiff, upright clumps with showy, airy flowers of pink, red or silver 
in midsummer. Tolerates soil extremes. Good cut flower. Native. 
Yellow fall color. To 7,500 ft.

Pennisetum alopecuroides 
  Fountain grass
  ‘Hameln’ - compact, 2 ft.
  ‘Little Bunny’ -  1.5 ft.
  ‘Moudry’ - brown-black flowers

5 - warm 3 Bright green foliage, bottlebrush flowers. Some varieties freeze 
out in coldest winters. 

Phalaris arundinacea 
  ‘Feesey’ 
  Ribbon grass

4 - warm 2 - 3 Pink-white leaves with green stripes. Enclose to keep it from 
spreading. Blooms decorative, requires moisture.

Saccharum ravennae  
  Plume grass

5 - warm 4 Fluffy, cream-colored flowers on 8-foot stalks in August. Northern 
substitute for tender pampas grass, Cortaderia selloana.

Sesleria autumnalis 
  Autumn moorgrass

4b-5 - cool 1.5 Olive green foliage in tufted mounds. Narrow, purplish flower 
spikes persists through winter.

Figure 6: Moor 
grass (Molina 

caerulea).

Figure 5: Pink 
Crystals ruby 
grass (Melinus 
nerviglumis 
‘Pink Crystals’).

Table 3: Annual grasses.

Name
Hardiness zone 

and season Height (ft.) Comments

Cortaderia selloana    
  ‘Pumila’  
  Dwarf pampas grass

6 - warm 3 Dwarf and more cold hardy version of tender pampas grass that may be 
semi-perennial once established in the very warmest parts of Zone 5. Fluffy 
white flower heads. (Saccharum ravennae, plume grass, is recommended 
as a reliable perennial substitute.)

Cymbopogon citratus 
  Lemon grass

Annual 2 Useful for citrus aroma and as a cooking herb. Grow in pots and bring 
indoors at the first sign of frost.

Melinus nerviglumis 
  Ruby grass
  ‘Pink Crystals’

Annual 1 - 2 Blue-green foliage with ruby pink blooms in early summer that eventually 
turn white. Best in a warm location in full sun. Good for fresh and dried 
arrangements. See figure 5.

Pennisetum setaceum 
  ‘Rubrum’
  Tender fountain grass

Annual 2 - 3 The red variety of this annual grass is widely sold for use in containers and 
annual flower beds.

Pennisetum villosum 
  Feather top

Annual 2 Silky, rabbit tail-like flowers emerge green turn creamy white. Bright green 
leaves.

Pennisetum glaucum    
  ‘Purple Majesty’ -    
  Purple Majesty millet

Annual 4 The burgundy-purple leaves and bottlebrush flower stalks make this a 
standout in beds and containers. Good cut flower.
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Want more gardening info?
We’ve got it — in spades! 

Whether you’re a newcomer to Colorado gardening or an old hand at it, 
you’re sure to find just what you need at The University Resource Center. 

Our publications deal with questions specific to Colorado gardening: plants 
for mountain communities, xeriscaping, fruit and vegetable varieties, insects 
and weeds, soil and fertilizer.

From fruits and vegetables to nourish your body to flowers to nourish your 
soul, we can help. Ask us for a catalog — it’s free!
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