











Figure 16. Hairy desert scorpion.

Figure 17. Solpugid or sun spider.

Figure 18. Daddy-long-legs.

Medical personnel interested in more
information on the treatment of spider

bites are referred to: Wasserman, G. S.

and P C. Anderson. 1984. Loxoscelism
and necrotic arachnidism. Journal of
Toxicology. Clinical Toxicology. (1983-
1984). 21:451 - 472.

Spider Relatives
Sun Spiders/Wind Scorpions/Solpugids

Sun spiders are bizarre looking arachnids (Order: Solifugae) most
common to southeastern Colorado. Occasionally they are found along the
Front Range. They possess large conspicuous jaws used to crush prey, but they
do not have venom glands. Also present are prominent enlargements of the
mouthparts (palps) that give the impression of a fifth pair of legs. Sun spiders
are active animals, and a common name ‘wind scorpion’ reflects this behavior.
They occasionally enter buildings, particularly in early summer. Sun spiders are
discussed in more detail in fact sheet 5.589, Sunspiders (Windscorpions).

Scorpions

Scorpions are arachnids that have an elongated abdomen tipped by
a stinger. A portion of their mouthparts (pedipalps) are modified as pincers.
Scorpions found in Colorado capture and kill their prey primarily using these
large pincers. Only when necessary do they bend the stinger over their body
and inject poison into the prey. Species found in Colorado are not dangerous to
humans although the sting can be painful.

Daddy-long-legs (Harvestmen, Phalangids)

Daddy-long-legs are not true spiders, but are arachnids placed in another
order (Opiliones). You commonly encounter them outdoors, particularly when
adults are present in late summer and early fall. Because they are active around
harvest time, one of their common names is ‘harvestmen’. Daddy-long-legs are
characterized by extremely long legs and a body that is not distinctly separated
into regions. Unlike spiders, daddy-long-legs do not possess poison glands nor
do they produce silk. A common, worldwide ‘urban legend’ about daddy-long-
legs is that they are “the most poisonous spider, except their fangs are too small
to pierce human skin.” This is completely without foundation.

Spider Bites

Most spiders are not aggressive and bite only when trapped against the
skin. If a bite is suspected or is known to have occurred, follow these first aid
steps recommended by the American Red Cross:

1. Treat the site of the bite with an antiseptic to prevent infection.

2. Apply ice to the site of the bite to reduce pain and swelling.

3. If a black widow or brown recluse spider is suspected, or if serious

symptoms develop such as increasing pain or swelling, consult
a physician.

If at all possible, bring the spider to the physician’s office. Effective
antivenins are available for black widows, but they can only be used if the spider
that inflicted the bite is positively identified.

It should be stressed that spider bites are difficult to diagnose correctly as
there are many other medical conditions that mimic the same symptoms. Spider
bites, particularly those of “brown recluse spiders,” are greatly overdiagnosed in
Colorado.

Controlling Spiders Around the Home
From a biological standpoint, it is rarely necessary to control spiders.
However, if it is desirable to get rid of spiders in the home, a combination of
sanitation and pesticides should be effective. Pesticides alone, without some
effort to remove or modify favorable spider habitats, will not be effective.
Remove rocks, wood piles, compost piles, old boards, and other
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sheltering sites adjacent to the home. Eliminate migration of spiders into homes
by caulking cracks and crevices around the foundation. Make sure all screens
and doors are sealed tight. Keep crawl spaces free of debris and limit boxes

and other potential hiding places from basements and other dark storage areas.
Regularly vacuum or brush spider webs. The elimination of other insects that are
prey can limit spider development.

Occasional spiders can be removed by hand (wear gloves or grasp the
spider with a tissue) or with a vacuum. Sticky traps, used to control cockroaches
and rodents, can capture spiders when placed along baseboards or other
migration areas.

Residual insecticides can be used to control spiders when applied to
corners and other sites where spiders tend to breed. Household insecticide
products containing various pyrethroids (bifenthrin, cyfluthrin, permethrin,
tetramethrin) are commonly available for this purpose and should be applied
in accordance with the label’s instructions. Total release foggers, containing
pyrethrins, probably will have little effect on spiders.

Where spiders and webbing occur in nuisance numbers on the outside
of buildings they can be washed off with a forceful jet of water. Reduction of
outdoor lighting, or replacing lighting with yellow or sodium vapor lights that
are not attractive to insects, can limit spider web building. Dark colored siding
seems to be less attractive than white siding to the insects on which spiders feed.
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