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water contaminants and improve groundwater 
before use.
Wellhead – The physical structure, facility, 
or device at the land surface from or through 
which groundwater flows or is pumped from 
subsurface, water bearing formations.
Well Screen – Steel or PVC perforated pipe 
that water flows through to enter the well and 
pump.

contaminants from entering the well.  This is 
the last casing installed.
Total Dissolved Solids (TDS) – A good gen-
eral indicator of water quality, which measures 
the total amount of dissolved minerals, metals, 
and salts. Water with more than 500 milligrams 
per liter TDS is of marginal quality and may 
contain undesirable amounts of calcium, mag-
nesium, sulfate, chloride, or other salts.
Treatment Equipment – Can include a vari-
ety of equipment designed to remove various 

WATER AGENCIES AND CONTACTS

For more information about private well protection or specific inquires about BMPs, contact 
Colorado State University Extension or one of the following agencies.  They have publications, 
programs, and specialists that can help you protect our water resources. 

Colorado State University Extension:  This arm of the University has water quality projects, 
educational programs, and water quality specialists. You will find the contact number for your 
county office in your local phone book or visit www.ext.colostate.edu.

Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment - Water Quality Control Division: 
This state agency has the primary responsibility for managing water quality in Colorado.  They 
conduct monitoring programs and enforce health and drinking water standards – (303) 692-3500.

Colorado Division of Water Resources (DWR): Contact Groundwater Information at the Colo-
rado Division of Water Resources at (303) 866-3587.  The general number for DWR is (303) 
866-3581.

Other Extension fact sheets that may be helpful include: 

6.700 - Private Wells for Home Use
9.307 - Drinking Water Quality and Health
4.717 - Glossary of Water Terminology
0.520 - Selecting an Analytical Laboratory
0.517 - Nitrates in Drinking Water
6.703 - Bacteria in Wells
9.952 - Water Conservation In and Around the Home.
Water Quality Interpretation Tool: www.csuwater.info, click on “Water Quality Tool”






